Knowing About Abiding

I John 2:3-6

Introduction:

I. How We Know That We Have Come To Know Him - 2:3-4

A. The True Knowledge – 2:3

“We” = believers - includes John

Book is written to believers.

Him – Father or Son? Ambiguous

1. Have come to know

Not Salvation - Some teach that you can’t know that you are saved unless you keep His commandments.

a. Common sense: Can a person know whether he has believed?

b. Biblical sense:

1)  Martha – John 11: 25-27
Resurrection and the life – “Do you believe this?”
“She said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord, ﻿﻿I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

2)  The blind man - John 9:38


“Do you ﻿﻿believe in ﻿﻿the Son of ﻿﻿God?”


“Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?”

“You have both seen Him and ﻿﻿it is He who is talking with you.” Blind man said, 
“I’m not sure.  I Hope I do. I’ll have to wait and see if I keep Your commandments”
NO!! He said, “Lord, I Believe”.
3)  Disciples - John 14
“﻿﻿If  ya’l had known Me, ya’l would have known My Father also; from now on ya’l ﻿﻿know Him, and have ﻿﻿seen Him. Philip says, “Show us the Father. Jesus ﻿﻿said to him, “Have I been so long with ya’l, and yet you (Philip) have not come to know Me?”.
So there was a sense in which the disciples did not know the One in Whom they had believed.

We use the word “know” in different ways. 


I know who someone is.


I am acquainted with someone.


I am a member of someone’s church.


I am friends with someone.


I am married to someone.

The test is not concerning our saving knowledge, but our experiential knowledge.

2. If we keep His Commandments

What are the commandments?
a. Not the Mosaic Law - Done away! 

“the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious… which glory was passing away” (2 Corinthians 3: 7, 11; Also see Hebrews 7, 8:8-13)
b. The commandments of Matthew 28:19-20
What does “keep” mean?



Keep watch over, Guard, carry out



be observant; be careful of.
So, it is not a mere performance, but an attitude of obedience, concern for attentiveness to the Word of God.

B. The False Claim - 4

The one who says may be believer or unbeliever?
He says he knows Him but he does not keep His commandments.

What do we call one who tells a lie? - A liar.
“The truth (about this subject) is not in him”
II. How Do We Know That We Are In Him? – v5

A. Whoever Keeps His Word

The word “keep” is the same as in v. 3.
The “Word” same as His commandments v. 3

I.e.: The body of truth that has been committed to the church. (Matthew 28:19-20)
One Command – Make Disciples
Three parts:
Going

  Baptizing 

     Teaching them to observe “all things”

I have commanded you.
The Church began well:
“They were ﻿﻿continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching:” (Acts 2: 42)
Teaching – NOT Entertaining

The Result of the teaching in the early church was LOVE:
“And all those who had believed were together and ﻿﻿had all things in common;  and they ﻿﻿began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need” (Acts 2: 44-45)
Later in chapter 3 John is going to talk about loving your brother. How does that come about? By telling them to love? No! - by teaching them the commandments of Jesus.

B. The Love of God is Perfected in Him 

Jesus said in John 14:21 – 

“﻿﻿He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and ﻿﻿he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will ﻿﻿disclose Myself to him.” 
1. We have to have the commandments

2. Then we have to keep them 

3. We will than be loved by God

4. Then He will disclose Himself to us (i.e. we will know Him).
C. We Know that We Are In Him. 

“By this” - ἐν τούτῳ
Sometimes it looks forward, sometimes backward.

This time it looks backward.



“We know that we are in Him by this…”
“When we are experiencing the love of God,

we know that we are in Him”
“In Him” - not the same as Paul’s “in Christ”


occurs 77 times in NT

Not once does it refer to the state of salvation.
It means here what Jesus meant in “The Vine and the Branches” (John 15)
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. ﻿﻿﻿Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He ﻿﻿takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear ﻿﻿more fruit. ﻿You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. ﻿Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me”.
To whom is Jesus speaking? - The apostles.

His Point Is: The disciple must abide in his Master just as the branch must abide in the vine.

To be cast out as a branch means to lose the disciple teacher relationship.

III. How Do We Abide In Him?

A. If You Are Going To Talk the Walk

There is nothing wrong with the claim.

But, if you are going to make the claim, here is what you are expected to do -
B. Then you ought to walk the talk

Ought = “it is necessary” - Logical 

The Point Is: If you don’t walk as He walked your boast is hollow and you are a liar as in v. 4.
Conclusion:
